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1. In her political guidelines for the next Commission 2024-20291, the Commission President 
highlighted the need to step up the EU’s action on climate resilience including water 
resilience in agriculture, as also recommended in the report on the strategic dialogue on the 
future of agriculture2. In the first 100 days the next College will present a ‘Vision for 
Agriculture and Food’ looking at how to ensure the long-term competitiveness and 
sustainability of the farming sector including also Guidance on Climate Resilient Landscapes 
to help farmers retain more rainwater in soils. The Commission also supports research and 
innovation on water resilience3 through different Horizon Europe4 programmes, for instance 
on improved irrigation techniques.

2. Building resilience of the agricultural sector, including water resilience, will clearly require 
strong attention under the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP)5 post 2027. As outlined in the 
mission letter to the Commissioner-designate for Agriculture and Food6, appropriate 
instruments for enhancing climate risk preparedness and crisis management will be 
developed. Certain tools are available under the current CAP to support sustainable resource 
use, efficient water management and climate adaptation, as well as risk and crisis 
management tools and should be used to their full potential. 

1 https://commission.europa.eu/about-european-commission/towards-new-commission-2024-2029/president-
elect-ursula-von-der-leyen_en 
2 https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/common-agricultural-policy/cap-overview/main-initiatives-strategic-dialogue-
future-eu-agriculture_en 
3 Of particular relevance are the partnerships ‘Water Security for the Planet’ (https://www.water4all-
partnership.eu/), the Partnership on Research and Innovation in the Mediterranean Area (PRIMA), https://prima-
med.org/) together with the Missions ‘Restore our Ocean and Waters by 2030’ (https://research-and-
innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-
missions-horizon-europe/restore-our-ocean-and-waters_en), ‘Adaptation to Climate Change’ (https://research-
and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-
europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe/adaptation-climate-change_en). and ‘A Soil Deal for Europe’ 
(https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-
calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe/soil-deal-europe_en#what-are-eu-missions). 
4 https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-
calls/horizon-europe_en 
5 https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/common-agricultural-policy_en 
6 https://commission.europa.eu/document/2c64e540-c07a-4376-a1da-368d289f4afe_en 
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