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(23 September 2024)

Subject: Independence of the media

Last July, the Galician regional government approved a draft law on public audiovisual media services in Galicia. The law was
received with great concern by the Colexio Profesional de Xornalistas de Galicia (Galician association of professional
journalists), which denounces it as being ‘a very worrying step backwards, disrespectful towards the profession of journalism
and at odds with the rules set out in the European Media Freedom Act’.

The draft law obviates the need for an absolute majority in the Galician Parliament for the election of the director-general and
the board of directors of the Galician Radio and Television Corporation (CRTVG). This change would leave the power of
appointment in the hands of a single political party, which could compromise the impartiality and independence of CRTVG.

1. Does the Commission consider the above change to be consistent with the principles of plurality and independence, which
are guiding principles with regard to the public media, as enshrined, inter alia, in Article 5 of the European Media Freedom
Act?

2. Insofar as the draft law opens up all areas of CRTVG to private initiatives, does the Commission consider that this
openness, the possible reduction in in-house production and the lack of guarantees with regard to the news it broadcasts risk
compromising the public service function that CRTVG serves?

Submitted: 23.9.2024

Answer given by Vice-President Jourova on behalf of the European Commission
(7 November 2024)

The Commission is aware of the developments the Honourable Member refers to in the question. The 2024 Rule of Law
Report, Country Chapter on the rule of law situation in Spain (*), referred to the concerns expressed by some stakeholders
about the use for partisan purposes of regional and local public service media.

The Commission will continue to analyse the situation of the public service broadcasters, both at national and regional levels,
taking into account the Protocol No 29 on the system of public broadcasting in the Member States annexed to the founding
Treaties of the EU (%).

The provisions in the European Media Freedom Act (*) aiming to ensure editorial independence of public service media
providers, in accordance with their public service remit as defined at national level in line with Protocol No 29, shall apply
from 8 August 2025.

(")  https://commission.europa.eu/document/download/2bd09a6f-ef56-494a-8303-e0de808ee981_en?filename=23_1_58063_coun_chap_spain_en_0.pdf
() https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/treaty/tfeu_2012/pro_29/0j
()  https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=0J:L_202401083
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