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The State of water report! is based mainly on data reported by European Environment Agency
(EEA) member countries under the Water Framework Directive (WFD)?. The Commission
will shortly publish a Report® assessing the EU Member States’ River Basin and Flood Risk
Management Plans under the WFD and the Floods Directive* respectively; this will also
include recommendations and the findings® of both reports will feed into the Water Resilience
Strategy.

The Commission proposal® updating the lists of pollutants in EU waters under the WFD
includes standards for additional pesticides in surface waters, and for additional pesticide
metabolites in groundwater. The Commission will continue supporting implementation of the
Nitrates” and Sustainable Use of Pesticides® Directives®, including practices that reduce the
need for chemical pesticides or use non-chemical alternatives. The Common Agricultural
Policy (CAP)'?, through Eco-Schemes and Agri-Environmental and Climate Commitments,
supports the reduction of chemical dependencies on 26.6% of the EU’s agricultural area'!. As
per the Strategic Dialogue on the future of EU Agriculture, the Commission will develop a
Vision for Agriculture and Food to ensure the sustainability of the sector.

Nature-based solutions (NbS), such as peatlands, are indispensable for water resilience,
helping to mitigate and adapt to climate change. The Commission supports the use of NbS to
reduce flood risk by funding projects and disseminating their results. The proposed Soil
Monitoring Law!? should improve characterisation of the capacity of soils to increase
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resilience to extreme weather events. The recast Urban Waste Water Treatment Directive!?
will require integrated management plans, which should favour NbS.
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