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Subject: Türkiye’s suspicious role in the illegal migration issue

Türkiye’s hefty security forces are being remarkably selective. While on full alert they avert illegal entries into Türkiye, they 
seem to systematically ‘ignore’ the numerous vessels transporting hosts of illegal migrants — most of them young Muslim men 
— from Turkish to Greek shores on a daily basis, violating Greek law and creating serious security problems for Greece and  
the EU.

These trips take place under the tolerant eye if not the guidance of the Turkish authorities. Illegal migrants enter Türkiye  
without requiring an entry visa for their trip, with the intention of illegally entering the EU. The criminal organisations that 
traffic the migrants from Türkiye to Greece make the crossing in return for a fee.

What is truly outrageous is the fact that Türkiye receives copious amounts of money from the  EU to deal with the problem 
while all the while being complicit in the invasion of the EU and acting as the biggest trafficker.

In view of this:

1. Does the Commission not consider that sanctions should be imposed on Türkiye in light of its behaviour, which is  
harming Greek and common European interests alike, as well as threatening national and social cohesion in the EU?

2. Will it redirect the funds being given to Türkiye to deal with illegal migration, to instead support first entry countries for  
a more effective prevention of illegal entries?

Submitted: 16.10.2024

Answer given by Ms Kos on behalf of the European Commission
(17 March 2025)

The EU-Turkey Statement (1) remains valid and is the main framework of cooperation with Türkiye on migration. Despite 
challenges, the Statement has produced tangible results leading to a significant decrease of loss of human lives and improving 
the situation of refugees and migrants in Türkiye. 

The number of irregular border crossings between Türkiye and the EU has remained consistently and significantly lower than 
before the EU-Turkey Statement. 

On 16 October 2023, the Commission presented the EU Action Plan for the Eastern Mediterranean (2) with targeted operational 
measures aiming at addressing migration management along this route, including Türkiye. 

The Commission is closely monitoring the situation, including the arrivals to the Greek islands, and is discussing with the  
Turkish authorities on a regular basis.

Total EU assistance allocated to refugees and host communities in Türkiye since 2011 amounts to just under EUR 11 billion (up 
until and including 2024). This includes support for refugees to meet their basic needs (3). 

Projects  in  the areas  of  education,  health,  basic  needs and socioeconomic  support  have  helped millions  of  refugees  and 
migrants to have more decent lives, while conditions are not conducive for returns. 

Funding has been increasingly allocated to migration management and to strengthen Türkiye’s capacity to manage migratory 
pressure along its borders. 

1 ∙⸱ https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/press/press-releases/2016/03/18/eu-turkey-statement/ 
2 ∙⸱ https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_23_4994 
3 ∙⸱ https://enlargement.ec.europa.eu/eighth-annual-report-facility-refugees-turkey_en 
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