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Subject: Water security in the EU

According to an October 2024 report by the European Environment Agency ('), only 37% of the EU’s surface water bodies
have reached a ‘good’ or ‘high’ ecological status, which reflects the overall health of the EU’s aquatic ecosystems.

Surface waters face multiple threats, including air pollution from sources such as coal burning and vehicle emissions, as well as
pollution from agricultural activity, which releases harmful waste into the soil.

What actions does the Commission plan to take to strengthen efforts aimed at restoring the EU’s rivers, lakes, coastal waters
and other key bodies of water, to ensure the long-term security and resilience of this essential resource?
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The Commission plans to publish at the beginning of 2025 two Reports. One is the Commission’s assessment of Member
States’ River Basin and Floods Risk Management Plans under the Water Framework Directive (WFD) () and the Floods
Directive ().

The other is an assessment of Member States’ programmes of measures under the Marine Strategy Framework Directive (%).
These reports include recommendations to help Member States achieve or maintain good status of their waters.

These recommendations will feed into the new European Water Resilience Strategy (*), which will strengthen water security by
preserving water quality and quantity and addressing the root causes of water challenges, including pollution, scarcity and the
impacts of climate change.

The Commission has been working to strengthen rules against water pollution, including nutrients and chemicals, through the
recast of the Urban Wastewater Treatment Directive (°), and its proposal to update the lists of priority substances and
groundwater pollutants under the WFD and its ‘daughter’ directives (°).

Moreover, the Common Agricultural Policy (°), through Eco-Schemes and Agri-Environment-Climate Commitments (°),
supports interventions improving water quality on 21% of the EU’s agricultural area (°).

Efforts to restore EU’s rivers, lakes and coastal waters to enhance their resilience are required under the new Nature
Restoration Law (*°) and are supported through the EU Mission ‘Restore our Ocean and Waters’ (') and Horizon Europe (*2).
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The Commission will continue supporting the implementation of existing EU water legislation, engaging with Member States
to accelerate implementation. It will also continue investigating potential breaches of EU law and take the necessary steps to
ensure compliance.



