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Salis (The Left), Jussi Saramo (The Left), Martin Schirdewan (The Left), Isabel Serra Sánchez (The Left), Jonas 
Sjöstedt (The Left), Anthony Smith (The Left)

(17 October 2024)

Subject: Situation of Can Atalay, imprisoned MP in Türkiye

Can Atalay, a human rights lawyer, was elected as a member of parliament in the Turkish general elections of May  2023, while 
he was imprisoned in relation to the political trial stemming from the Gezi Park protests in 2013.

Despite his election, he remains in detention and has been unable to take the oath of office, preventing him from enjoying  
parliamentary immunity. Although the Turkish Constitutional Court recognised that his rights had been violated, Can Atalay’s  
mandate was annulled on 31 January 2024, a decision that has also been revoked by the Constitutional Court.

In spite of these rulings in his favour, Can Atalay continues to be imprisoned, which constitutes a violation of his parliamentary  
rights.

In light of the above:

1. Since its Türkiye Report 2023, in which Can Atalay’s case is mentioned (Section 2.1) as an example of rights violations, 
has the Commission been monitoring the developments in this case?

2. Has the Commission assessed the conditions of Can Atalay's detention and consulted the relevant parties?

3. Does  the  Commission  intend  to  intensify  its  dialogue  with  the  Turkish  authorities  to  ensure  that  Can  Atalay’s  
parliamentary rights are respected?

Submitted: 17.10.2024

Answer given by Ms Kos on behalf of the European Commission
(12 February 2025)

The  Commission  is  aware  of  Mr Can  Atalay’s  case  as  attested  by  the  Country  Enlargement  Report  published  in 
October 2024 (1). As stated in the report, although the principle of separation of powers and judicial independence is enshrined  
in the Türkiye’s Constitution and other legislative provisions, politicisation nevertheless increased. 

In many instances, as in Mr Atalay’s case, lower courts ignored or delayed the implementation of the Constitutional Court’s  
rulings. According to the report, the Turkish Constitutional Court ruled that the right to vote and be elected and the right to  
personal security and liberty of Mr Atalay had been violated.

Since Mr Atalay’s arrest in April 2022, the Commission has been monitoring the developments of his case. The EU Delegation 
to Ankara is following up on the imprisonment conditions of Mr Atalay through its contacts with his colleagues, lawyers, and 
other stakeholders. However, it has not been possible to visit him in prison.

As stated in the Joint Communication on EU-Türkiye relations of November 2023, dialogue on the rule of law and fundamental 
rights and freedoms remains an integral part of the EU-Türkiye relationship (2). The Commission will continue monitoring the 
situation of fundamental rights and the rule of law in Türkiye.

1 ∙⸱ https://neighbourhood-enlargement.ec.europa.eu/turkiye-report-2024_en 
2 ∙⸱ https://neighbourhood-enlargement.ec.europa.eu/joint-communication-european-council-state-play-eu-turkiye-political-economic-and-trade-relations-0_en 
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