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The Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU), in case C-779/21 P, has annulled the 
Council decision concluding the 2019 exchange of letters providing preferential tariffs to goods 
originating in Western Sahara. However, the effects of this decision have been maintained by 
the Court for a period of twelve-months from 4 October 2024, the date of delivery of the 
judgment. Accordingly, the tariff preferences provided for under the EU-Morocco Agreement 
continue to be valid. During this period, products originating in Western Sahara continue to 
benefit from the effects of this agreement. The judgement does not affect preferences already 
granted prior to the ruling.

The Commission has taken note of the CJEU’s judgment in joined cases C-778/21P and C-
798/21P, and C-779/21 P and C-799/21P and is currently analysing it in detail. It is therefore 
too early to comment on any possible measure or talks following the CJEU’s ruling.


