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Question for written answer E-002226/24
to the Commission
Dolors Montserrat (PPE)
(22 October 2024)

Subject: Political assault on media freedom and pluralism in Spain

The Spanish Government has adopted a decree reducing the parliamentary majority required to renew RTVE’s board of
directors with the aim of controlling the management — and thus the content — of public radio and television. The decree does
away with the two-thirds majority previously needed to elect the body’s board, which means that the agreement of the two
main parties, the PP and PSOE, is no longer essential, thus directly affecting the pluralism of the governing body.

The European Media Freedom Act, which seeks to provide greater protection against political interference in editorial
decisions, entered into force on 7 May 2024. Article 5 states that heads of management and management board members of
public service media providers should be appointed in a transparent, open and non-discriminatory manner.

In successive reports on the rule of law in Spain, the Commission has already warned of the need to improve media pluralism
in the country.

In view of the above:

What is the Commission’s view of this political assault on RTVE’s board of directors by the ruling party, which calls into
question media freedom and pluralism?

Submitted: 22.10.2024

Answer given by Executive Vice-President Virkkunen on behalf of the European Commission
(3 February 2025)

The Commission is aware of the developments the Honourable Member refers to in the question. Royal Decree-Law 5/2024
was approved by the Spanish Government on 22 October 2024 and validated by the Spanish Congress on 30 October 2024.

The Commission attaches great importance to the principles of media freedom and pluralism, which are fundamental pillars of
democratic societies.

The European Media Freedom Act (*), which entered into force on 7 May 2024 and will apply from 8 August 2025, aims to
ensure editorial independence of public service media providers, in accordance with their public service remit as defined at
national level in line with Protocol No 29 on the system of public broadcasting in the Member States, attached to the Treaty on
European Union and the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (*).

Protocol No 29 recognises the Member States’ freedom to define, organise and finance public service broadcasting.
Nevertheless, all Member States have agreed to a set of European standards and guiding principles relating to independence,
the regulatory and policy framework, funding, appointments, accountability, management, transparency, and openness in this
domain (3).

The Commission will continue to monitor developments concerning the public service broadcasters, both at national and
regional levels, taking into account the provisions in the European Media Freedom Act.

(")  Regulation (EU) 2024/1083 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11 April 2024 establishing a common framework for media services in the
internal market and amending Directive 2010/13/EU  (European Media Freedom Act) (OJ L, 2024/1083, 17.04.2024, ELL:
http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2024/1083/0j).

() https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/treaty/tfeu_2012/pro_29/0j

()  Council of Europe Recommendation CM/Rec(2012)1 on public service media governance.
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