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1. The site ‘Sierra del Escudo’! has been designated as a Special Area of Conservation (SAC)
under the Habitats Directive?, which requires that Member States take appropriate steps to
avoid, in such SACs, the deterioration of natural habitats and the habitats of species, as well
as significant disturbance of the species for which the areas have been designated. The
competent national authorities can agree to a project likely to have a significant effect on a
Natura 2000 site, only after having ascertained that it will not adversely affect the integrity of
the site concerned through an appropriate assessment of its implications for the site in view of
the site's conservation objectives’. Member States are responsible of ensuring the proper
implementation of the Habitats and Birds Directives?, as well as the Environmental Impact
Assessment Directive®.

2. The monitoring of the correct implementation of mitigation measures and their
effectiveness, and the implementation of corrective measures, if needed, to ensure that the site
is not adversely affected during the project’s execution works or operational phase are
primarily the responsibility of the Spanish authorities. The Commission has issued guidance
to support Member States in this task®. Without prejudice to the Commission’s role as
guardian of the Treaties, and as stated in Communication C/2016/86007, the redress
mechanisms provided at national level are the most appropriate means to deal satisfactorily
with individual cases of possible incorrect application of EU law.
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