(English version)
Question for written answer E-002252/24
to the Commission
Christine Anderson (ESN)
(24 October 2024)

Subject: Injection of EU funding for Moldova — legitimate support or election meddling?

Moldova’s presidential election and referendum on joining the EU were both close-run things — almost 50% of voters would
appear to be against EU accession. Shortly before the vote, Commission President von der Leyen visited Chisinau and pledged
EUR 1.8 billion in funding.

1.  What view does the Commission take of this extremely close result?

2. What view does the Commission take of Russia's accusation that the EU has actively influenced the outcome of votes in
Moldova by promising billions of euros?

3. What view would the Commission take if Russia or China promised billions in aid to European countries in the run-up to
important votes in order to influence their outcome?

Submitted: 24.10.2024

Answer given by Ms Kos on behalf of the European Commission
(24 April 2025)

On 20 October 2024, the people of the Republic of Moldova voted in a referendum on Moldova’s EU path. Despite massive
interference and hybrid campaigns by Russia, including blatant vote-buying, they expressed majority support for anchoring
their future within the EU.

The Commission took note of the results reflecting diverse opinions among Moldova’s citizens and will keep working closely
with the country to build consensus on its path towards EU membership.

Moldova has continued to make progress as recognised by the EU leaders during the European Council in March 2024.
However, since the start of Russia’s war of aggression against Ukraine, Moldova has been tackling challenges related to slow
economic growth, supporting a large number of Ukrainian refugees, inflation, disruption to its energy supplies and cyber-
attacks.

For this reason, in October 2024, the President of the Commission announced the Commission’s proposal for a Growth Plan for
the Republic of Moldova (*). Its aim is to support the Moldovan economy with EUR 1.8 billion between 2025 and 2027.

It also provides Moldova with similar financial support to that offered to Western Balkan countries and to Ukraine, reflecting
their aspirations to join the EU.

The co-legislators adopted Regulation (EU) 2025/535 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 18 March 2025
establishing the Reform and Growth Facility for the Republic of Moldova (%).

The EU condemns the unprecedented malign interference by Russia into Moldova’s elections and will continue supporting
Moldova’s resilience and progress on its EU accession path.

(") https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_5124
() https://enlargement.ec.europa.eu/regulation-eu-2025535-european-parliament-and-council-18-march-2025-establishing-reform-and-growth_en
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