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With regards to the question of the Honourable Members concerning the conformity with the 
internal market and the rules on competition (Article 107 of the Treaty on the Functioning of 
the European Union) of the Fund established by Decree-Law 34/2023 (converted into Law 
56/2023) in favour of workers of publicly owned companies, who have contracted asbestos-
related diseases during their employment at shipyards, the Commission is in contact with the 
Italian authorities to further clarify the facts of the case and can therefore not comment any 
further at this stage.

The Commission also recalls that, in general, it is for the Member State to assess if a specific 
measure involves State aid within the meaning of EU State aid rules. If a measure constitutes 
State aid, the Member State needs to notify the measure to the Commission before putting it 
into effect. Furthermore, national courts have an important role in enforcing EU law, 
including in State aid law. 


