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The Commission is not aware of the referred prospection projects for the extraction of rare
earths.

The EU legal framework applicable to the extraction and processing of raw materials' aims to
ensure that the activities within its scope, including mining, comply with high environmental
standards.

The Critical Raw Materials Act’> (CRMA) provides a framework to ensure a secure and
sustainable supply of critical raw materials streamlining permitting procedures in mining and
in the critical raw materials supply chain while keeping environmental checks. In the case of
Strategic Projects for which the obligation to carry out assessments of the effects on the
environment arises simultaneously from the Environmental Impact Assessment’, Habitats*,
Birds®, Water® and Waste Framework’, Industrial Emissions®, or the Seveso III° Directives,
Member States shall apply a coordinated procedure fulfilling all the requirements of these
acts!0.

The Regulation applies without prejudice to the obligations under the Aarhus and Espoo
Conventions'! and the requirements on public participation included in the abovementioned
legislation.
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Under the Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence Directive!?and the Batteries
Regulation'3, companies are required to take steps with regard to social and environmental
risks when sourcing raw materials but those rules have not yet entered into application.

The 2022 Communication on the EU’s outermost regions'# stresses the importance of
protecting and restoring the high biodiversity value of these regions. Several EU instruments
can support biodiversity protection and restoration in the outermost region of the Canary
Islands'.
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