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Member States are bound by the duty of sincere cooperation to ensure fulfilment of the
obligations arising from the Treaties'. When blockades and disturbances occur, such as the
protests in question, national authorities must take all necessary and proportionate measures to
ensure the free movement of goods on their territory?. This duty is reinforced by a series of
obligations contained in Council Regulation (EC) No 2679/983.

The Commission has acted promptly to ensure that EU rules are respected. Following press
reports and a formal request from the Spanish authorities under the above-mentioned
Regulation, the Commission, on 21 November 2024, requested information from the French
authorities concerning the details of the incidents that had occurred, as well as the action they
had taken and/or would take to prevent these recurring.

On the question of compensation for the losses caused by the destruction of goods, the Court
of Justice of the EU has developed a general principle of state responsibility regarding
compliance with EU law. The conditions for an individual to obtain reparation for damages
caused by a breach of EU law attributable to the state are set out in this case-law*.
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