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The Commission is aware of the detours that European airlines need to undertake to fly to 
many Asian destinations. This is a consequence of Russia’s refusal to allow EU airlines to 
overfly its territory. These detours result in longer and costlier operations to countries like 
China.

Although in 2016 the Commission proposed to Member States to negotiate an EU aviation 
agreement with China, Member States chose not to pursue such an agreement. Therefore, air 
transport between the EU and China is currently governed by bilateral agreements between 
individual Member States and China.

The Commission stands ready and has offered to engage with Member States in this matter if 
they so wish.


