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Subject: Cutting red tape and reducing administrative burdens

The Political Guidelines for 2024-2029 and mission letters for each Commissioner-designate make clear that reducing
administrative burdens and simplifying legislation are key political priorities for this legislative term, with each Commissioner
expected to contribute to cutting red tape and reducing administrative burdens. Earlier this year, the Commission announced
ambitious targets to reduce reporting obligations for companies by 25%, and by 35% for SMEs, aiming to streamline

obligations and alleviate administrative burdens.

However, businesses have reported that they do not feel the effects of former regulatory reduction targets in their day-to-day
operations.

Accordingly:
1. What criteria and methodology did the Commission use to establish the 25% and 35% reduction targets?
2. How will the baseline for tracking progress be determined?

3. What specific measures and tools does the Commission plan to deploy to achieve these reduction goals, and how will it
ensure that businesses, especially SMEs, see tangible benefits from these efforts?
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Answer given by Mr Dombrovskis on behalf of the European Commission
(2 April 2025)

As expressed in the Political Guidelines for 2024-2029 (%), the Commission has a clear focus on making business easier and
faster in Europe.

This focus is underlined by the ambitious goal to reduce reporting obligations by at least 25% — and 35% for small and
medium-sized enterprises (SMEs).

In this, the Commission has taken a pragmatic approach, focusing first on delivering measures with high burden reduction
potential in areas stakeholders find most problematic.

Moreover, as announced in the Competitiveness Compass, the Commission will apply these targets to a baseline of existing
administrative costs, thus a more ambitious target than reduction reporting burden.

Since reporting burden is a subset of all administrative burden, this reduction targets will in fact refer to the costs of all
administrative burden, not only reporting.

The statistical office of the EU has approximated the overall administrative burden baseline up to EUR 150 billion. The
measures taken will be reflected in the Commission’s annual reporting cycle and will communicate on the quantification of
measures contributing to the targets.

These efforts will only be effective if Member States and co-legislators avoid adding unnecessary burdens to the Commission
proposals and impact assess substantial amendments they make. For this reason, the Commission will propose to renew the
interinstitutional agreement on simplification and better law making.

Burden reduction is a shared commitment of the new Commission. Working with the Commissioner for implementation and
simplification, each College Member will stress-test their share of EU acquis and contribute to reducing administrative burden,

including reporting obligations by at least 25% and 35% for SME:s.

To address the most pressing concerns, including for SMEs, the Commission will engage in a more direct manner with
stakeholders in implementation dialogues and reality checks, reaching directly to practitioners.

A new, reinforced SME and competitiveness check will be implemented, to help avoid unnecessary burdens.

(")  https://commission.europa.eu/document/download/e6cd4328-673c-4e7a-8683-163ffb2cf648_en?filename=Political%20Guidelines%202024-2029_EN.pdf



