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Based on public information, the plant would be expected to serve, among others, the 
agglomeration of Alhaurín el Grande. This is one of the agglomerations which were subject to 
an infringement case1 under the Urban Wastewater Treatment (UWWT) Directive2.

1. Large3 wastewater treatment plants must be subject to an assessment4 of their significant 
effects, including on biodiversity, water, landscape and their vulnerability to risks of major 
accidents and/or disasters. Normal local climatic conditions as well as seasonal variations of 
the load must be considered when designing and constructing treatment plants5. Their 
vulnerability to extreme events also needs to be assessed6. Flood risk management plans7 
should consider relevant aspects such as spatial planning and land use.

2. The Common Agricultural Policy Strategic plan and Rural Development Programmes8 
provide the general framework and EU funding for the implementation of measures, including 
in the field of organic farming. The Commission notes positively that Andalusia reached 
27.4% of organic area in 2022.

3. Under the Nature Restoration Regulation9, Member States must determine how to achieve 
the targets and where they will put in place measures, considering obligations for habitats, the 
need to enhance urban green space, tree canopy cover and biodiversity in agricultural 
ecosystems. Only additional trees10 count towards the objective of 3 billion trees.

While the Commission attaches high importance to ensuring the effective application of EU 
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C-205/17: https://curia.europa.eu/juris/liste.jsf?language=en&num=C-205/17&td=ALL 
2 Council Directive 91/271/EEC of 21 May 1991 concerning urban waste-water treatment, OJ L 135, 30.5.1991, 
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law, it lacks enough information to determine the project’s compliance. National courts play a 
key role in enforcing EU law in individual cases11. The Commission welcomes more 
information on the project and legal proceedings.

11 Communication from the Commission ‘EU Law: Better Results through Better Application’- C (2016) 8600 
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