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Subject: Former Justice Commissioner Didier Reynders (2)

Former Justice Commissioner Didier Reynders was questioned by Belgian police the week before last on suspicion of money
laundering. According to Euronews, he is accused of laundering money, some of it through the Belgian National Lottery (*).

Did Didier Reynders actively influence the wording of exemptions granted to national lottery companies in the Anti-Money
Laundering Directive (3)?

Submitted: 18.12.2024

Answer given by Ms Albuquerque on behalf of the European Commission
(3 March 2025)

European Union anti-money laundering rules do not contain any outright exemptions for gambling services, including national
lotteries.

The current Anti-Money Laundering Directive (*), which was agreed by the co-legislators in 2015 and amended in 2018, allows
Member States to exempt providers of certain gambling services from all or part of the requirements of the directive only if
they conduct a risk assessment which demonstrates that those services pose a low risk of money laundering.

That decision must be notified to the Commission together with a justification. The former Commissioner for Justice was not a
member of the college of the Commission when the current rules on gambling were proposed by the Commission and agreed
by the co legislators.

The newly adopted Anti-Money Laundering Regulation (?) further limits the type of gambling services that may be exempted,
and the Commission is empowered to reject or approve any proposed exemptions. This regulation will apply as of
10 July 2027.

There is therefore no a priori exemption for gambling services, including national lotteries, and it is in all cases the
responsibility of the Member State to demonstrate the low money laundering risk associated with the service.

! 'https://de.euronews.com/my-europe/2024/12/12/aufgedeckt-wie-die-geldwasche-von-didier-reynders-funktionierte-oder-auch-nicht

2 ’Directive (EU) 2024/1640 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 31 May 2024 on the mechanisms to be put in place by Member States for the
prevention of the use of the financial system for the purposes of money laundering or terrorist financing, amending Directive(EU) 2019/1937, and amending
and repealing Directive (EU) 2015/849

(") Directive (EU) 2015/849 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 May 2015 on the prevention of the use of the financial system for the purposes
of money laundering or terrorist financing, amending Regulation (EU) No 648/2012 of the European Parliament and of the Council, and repealing
Directive 2005/60/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council and Commission Directive 2006/70/EC, OJ L 141, 5.6.2015, p. 73-117.

() Regulation (EU) 2024/1624 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 31 May 2024 on the prevention of the use of the financial system for the
purposes of money laundering or terrorist financing, OJ L, 2024/1624, 19.6.2024.



