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Question for written answer E-003035/24

to the Commission
Danilo Della Valle (The Left), Raffaele Topo (S&D), Benedetta Scuderi (Verts/ALE), Carolina Morace (The Left), 

Valentina Palmisano (The Left), Mario Furore (The Left), Giuseppe Antoci (The Left), Gaetano Pedulla' (The Left), 
Ignazio Roberto Marino (Verts/ALE), Pasquale Tridico (The Left)

(18 December 2024)

Subject: Providing EU resources and support to improve operating conditions for the Italian National Fire Brigade

Italy’s National Fire Brigade plays a crucial role in preventing and managing emergencies despite the lack of resources and  
means at its disposal. Among other reported issues, the Corpo Nazionale dei Vigili del Fuoco does not have enough funding to 
retrofit its fire stations or to buy technologically-advanced equipment and tools, while its firefighters are not being remunerated  
fairly when compared to other state bodies. Resources from the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) and other  
European programmes could be used to address these challenges.

In view of the above:

1. Which European financial instruments could be used to improve the infrastructure and equipment used by firefighters in 
Italy?

2. Will the Commission propose specific initiatives to ensure greater harmonisation of working conditions and pay among 
the Member States’ public safety organisations?

3. Are there plans to encourage the use of advanced technologies among public protection and rescue services?

Supporter (1)

1 1This question is supported by a Member other than the authors: Dario Tamburrano (The Left)



Submitted: 18.12.2024

Answer given by Executive Vice-President Fitto on behalf of the European Commission
(4 March 2025)

1. According to the EU Treaties (1) Member States are primarily responsible for the management of disasters (2), including 
forest fires. The Commission supports coordination and complements Member State actions through the Union Civil Protection  
Mechanism (3) and its early warning tools, including the Copernicus’ European Forest Fire Information System (EFISS) (4). 
The Commission also encourages the use of the Galileo Emergency Satellite Warning Service and supports the development  
and maintenance of Member States response capabilities to wildfires through rescEU (5) and the European Civil Protection 
Pool (6). The Commission encourages the share of best practices in prevention and preparedness with a variety of tools (7) (8).

2. As announced by the President of the European Commission in the Political Guidelines 2024-2029, the Commission 
intends to put forward a Quality Jobs Roadmap, developed together with the social partners to support fair wages and good  
working conditions for all EU workers, including those in the public safety sector.

3. Advanced technologies used in EFISS, and the European Flood Alert System (9) play a key role in the detection and 
response to potential disasters. The Commission also encourages the use of advanced technologies in this field through multiple  
instruments, such as the Track 1 technical assistance and the Knowledge for Action in Prevention & Preparedness (KAPP ) (10) 
grants as well as the Horizon Europe (11) programme including its disaster risk reduction activities (12) and the EU Mission: 
Adaptation to Climate Change area (13).

1 ∙⸱  Article 196 TEU https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=OJ:C:2016:202:FULL
2 ∙⸱  Whether natural or man-made.
3 ∙⸱  https://civil-protection-humanitarian-aid.ec.europa.eu/what/civil-protection/eu-civil-protection-mechanism_en
4 ∙⸱  https://forest-fire.emergency.copernicus.eu/
5 ∙⸱  https://commission.europa.eu/funding-tenders/find-funding/eu-funding-programmes/union-civil-protection-mechanism-resceu_en
6 ∙⸱  https://civil-protection-humanitarian-aid.ec.europa.eu/what/civil-protection/european-civil-protection-pool_en#:~:text=The%20EU%20established%20the

%20European%20Civil%20Protection%20Pool,European%20response%20to%20human-induced%20disasters%20and%20natural%20hazards.
7 ∙⸱  Including pre-positioning of fire-fighters during fire seasons, advisory missions, and peer reviews of their national disaster management systems, including of  

Italy’s,  published in January 2025 (https://civil-protection-knowledge-network.europa.eu/stories/italy-ucpm-wildfire-peer-review-final-report-published-and-
handed-over)

8 ∙⸱  Furthermore, the European Regional Development Fund National Programme for Security for Legality 2021 — 2027 in Italy includes a project on smart  
forest environmental monitoring of EUR 30 Million. This involves the development and deployment of a system to collect, manage, integrate and correlate  
environmental monitoring data, together with automatic alert mechanisms to support a network for the control and verification of criminal activities in forest,  
rural and peripheral areas of cities. The aim is to provide the Forestry, Environmental and Agri-food Unit Command of the Carabinieri with adequate control  
tools for data and information to strengthen legality and combat environmental crime.

9 ∙⸱  https://www.copernicus.eu/en/european-flood-alert-system
10 ∙⸱  https://civil-protection-knowledge-network.europa.eu/knowledge-action-prevention-preparedness-2024
11 ∙⸱  https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe_en
12 ∙⸱  https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/cluster-3-civil-security-

society_en
13 ∙⸱  https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-

europe/adaptation-climate-change_en
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