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Question for written answer E-003087/24

to the Vice-President of the Commission/High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy
Yannis Maniatis (S&D), Nikos Papandreou (S&D), Sakis Arnaoutoglou (S&D)

(28 December 2024)

Subject: Attacks by Türkiye on the Syrian Kurds

On Christmas Day, Turkish President Erdogan declared that ‘Kurdish fighters will either lay down their weapons or be buried  
in Syria with them’. These threatening statements come in the wake of statements that the Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF)  
cannot have a place in the discussions on the future of Syria, attacks against the Syrian Kurds by the so-called ‘Syrian National 
Army’ with Turkish air cover and military assistance, and concerns about clearance operations by the Turkish army inside  
Syria.

In view of the above and the fact that the SDF were the main strike force against the Islamic State:

1. How will  the Vice-President of the Commission/High Representative of the Union for  Foreign Affairs and Security 
Policy guarantee the protection of Syrian Kurds from Turkish aggression?

2. What will she do to ensure that the new Syrian regime is inclusive and protects the rights of all ethnic and religious  
minorities, such as Syrian Kurds and Christians?

3. In the event of a Turkish invasion or operations in Northern Syria, will she undertake to pursue the adoption of a proposal  
for an arms embargo on Türkiye in the framework of the strict implementation of criterion four on regional stability of 
Common Position 2008/944/CFSP on arms export controls, as decided in a similar case by the Foreign Affairs Council of  
14 October 2019?

Submitted: 28.12.2024

Answer given by High Representative/Vice-President Kallas on behalf of the European Commission
(11 February 2025)

The fall of Assad’s criminal regime marks a historic moment for the Syrian people. 

The High Representative/Vice-President (HR/VP) confirms the EU commitment to a Syrian-led, Syrian-owned peaceful and 
inclusive political transition, where all groups participate at the negotiating table. 

The European Council conclusions of 19 December 2024 (1) underlined ‘the need to ensure respect for human rights, including 
women’s rights, non-sectarian governance and the protection of members of religious and ethnic minorities, and to safeguard  
Syria’s cultural heritage’. 

It called on ‘all parties to preserve national unity and ensure the protection of all civilians, the provision of public services as  
well as the creation of conditions for an inclusive and peaceful political transition’. 

The EU stands ready to support the new phase in Syria in coordination with regional partners (Türkiye, Jordan, Lebanon, Iraq,  
others). The HR/VP expressed the EU’s position in international meetings, including in Aqaba (2), Riyadh as well as during her 
recent visit to Ankara.

Türkiye has a legitimate right and responsibility to fight against terrorism, ensuring that this is done in accordance with the rule  
of  law,  respecting human rights  and fundamental  freedoms,  in  full  respect  of  the territorial  integrity  and  sovereignty of  
neighbouring states.

In October 2019, Member States committed to strong national positions regarding their arms export policy to Türkiye on the  
basis of the provisions of Common Position 2008/944/CFSP on arms export controls. 

There is no arms embargo to Türkiye in place. This would require unanimity. The responsible Council Working Group remains 
seized on this important matter.

1 ∙⸱ https://www.consilium.europa.eu/media/jhlenhaj/euco-conclusions-19122024-en.pdf 
2 ∙⸱ https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/press-statement-eu-high-representative-foreign-affairs-and-security-policy-following-international_en 
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