
(English version)
Question for written answer E-000053/25

to the Commission
Diana Iovanovici Şoşoacă (NI)

(8 January 2025)

Subject: Installation and maintenance of defibrillators

Europe has many defibrillators installed in all kinds of public spaces — both indoors and outdoors — for use in an emergency 
by anyone with basic first-aid knowledge to save the lives of people suffering a heart attack.

These defibrillators have a limited lifetime after which their correct functioning is no longer guaranteed, particularly as from 
10 years after their installation. As such, they need maintenance, especially when installed outside, where they are exposed to  
moisture and dust, and their batteries are affected by climatic conditions, more so than when installed indoors. The expiry date  
of  the  batteries  and  electrodes  and  the  dates  of  the  regular  maintenance  checks, etc.  must  thus  be  displayed  on  every 
defibrillator.

1. Can the Commission state whether there is any monitoring of the number of defibrillator devices installed across Europe  
and of their state of maintenance?

2. Are there any programmes for replacing old defibrillators with new generation defibrillators, which can also provide the 
additional information needed to provide first aid pending the arrival of health professionals?

3. What strategy does the Commission have to better inform the public on how these emergency devices can be used by all  
members of the public and to organise first aid courses for them?

Submitted: 8.1.2025

Answer given by Mr Várhelyi on behalf of the European Commission
(21 March 2025)

According to Article 168(7) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, Member States are responsible for the  
definition of their health policy and for the organisation and delivery of health services and medical care. 

The responsibilities of the Member States shall include the management of health services and medical care and the allocation  
of the resources assigned to them.

The questions raised by the Honourable Member concern the management of health services and medical care, which are in the  
remit of the individual Member States. The Commission, however, supports the Member States in the area of public health.

In particular, the ‘Healthier Together’ — EU non-communicable diseases (NCDs) initiative (1) supports the Member States in 
their efforts to reduce the burden of major NCDs, such as cardiovascular diseases. 

The initiative supports knowledge sharing, the exchange of best practices between the Member States, and activities to improve 
health literacy and awareness among the population.

The EU provides financial support under the EU4Health programme (2) to complement the policies of the Member States by 
pursuing  to  improve  and  foster  health,  protect  people,  enhance  access  to  medicinal  products  and  medical  devices  and  
strengthen health systems. 

The  Member  States  may decide  to  organise  specific  awareness  campaigns  at  national  level  with  the  aim  of  increasing  
knowledge on the use of defibrillators for resuscitation in the case of cardiac arrest.

1 ∙⸱ https://health.ec.europa.eu/non-communicable-diseases/healthier-together-eu-non-communicable-diseases-initiative_en 
2 ∙⸱ https://health.ec.europa.eu/funding/eu4health-programme-2021-2027-vision-healthier-european-union_en 
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