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Food products, imported into the EU from third countries must comply with the EU food
safety standards laid down in EU legislation. To that end, Member States carry out official
controls and enforcement activities in accordance with Regulation (EU) No 2017/625.
Furthermore, according to Article 120 of the same Regulation, the Commission may perform
controls in third countries to verify third countries’ compliance with EU’s requirements.

Where food of non-animal origin from third countries poses a risk, the Commission adopts
measures concerning its entry into the EU through Commission Implementing Regulation
(EU) 2019/17932, such as increased frequencies of checks (including sampling and laboratory
analyses) at the entry of the Union. In addition, it asks the authorities of the third country
concerned to strengthen its production and control procedures and to report to the
Commission about the results of these efforts. When persistent systemic infringements are
identified or there is a lack of satisfactory improvement, further action is taken, which may
ultimately result in the suspension of entry of the products concerned into the EU.

Several products originating from Tiirkiye are subject to measures as they are listed in
Annexes of Regulation (EU) 2019/1793 and the issue is regularly raised with the country’s
authorities under the umbrella of the EU-Tiirkiye Customs Union. These measures are
periodically reviewed and adjusted as necessary, considering new information related to risks
and instances of non-compliance based on the evolution of risks, non-compliances and other
factors provided by the Member States.
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