
(English version)
Question for written answer E-000505/25

to the Vice-President of the Commission/High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy
Wouter Beke (PPE)
(5 February 2025)

Subject: Industrial output plan

At the Annual Conference of the European Defence Agency on 22 January, an ‘industrial output plan’ was announced by the 
Vice-President of the Commission/High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy. Together with  
Commissioner Kubilius, the VP/HR is seeking to identify capability gaps and the scope within our industry for development 
and production.

In view of the above:

1. When will this plan be published and presented to the European Parliament?

2. To what extent will  there be consideration of firms that do not only produce military goods and of SMEs or, more  
broadly,  also  of  firms  that  are  not  active  in  the  defence  or  dual-use  area  today but  do  have  industrial  production  
capacities?

3. Will there also be an exchange of information with the relevant entities within NATO (e.g. DIANA and NSPA) with a 
view to developing a European pillar within NATO?

Submitted: 5.2.2025

Answer given by Mr Kubilius on behalf of the European Commission
(29 April 2025)

The President of the Commission tasked the High Representative and the Commissioner for Defence and Space to put forward 
a White Paper for European Defence Readiness 2030 within the first 100 days of the new mandate (1). The College adopted it 
on 19 March 2025 (2).

The White Paper frames a new approach to defence and defence industry and identifies related investment needs. It addresses 
closing critical capability gaps, ramping-up European defence production and mobilising additional funding for defence. 

For the EU to provide tailored support to ramp-up defence industrial production capacities, it is important to have a clear  
picture of Member States’ capability targets, to translate them into industrial ones. This approach is summarised as an industrial  
output plan.

Following the publication of the White Paper, consultations with all  key  stakeholder’s kicked-off, including with Member 
States,  the  European  Parliament  and  Defence  Industry,  but  also partners  such  as  the  North  Atlantic  Treaty Organisation 
(NATO). 

The EU will also support Member States in defining projects to address the critical capability gaps, starting with the priorities  
identified by the European Council on 6 March 2025. 

The outcome of these consultations will determine the way forward  implementation of the embedded in, including how to 
further support ramping-up defence industrial production capacities. 

EU and NATO are in contact and hold structured dialogues on topics including emerging disruptive technologies and defence  
industrial matters. 

Under  this  framework  they  have  regularly  exchanged  information  on  relevant  ongoing  activities,  including  the  Defence 
Innovation Accelerator for the North Atlantic and the NATO Support and Procurement Agency.

1 ∙⸱ https://commission.europa.eu/document/download/1f8ec030-d018-41a2-9759-c694d4d56d6c_en?filename=Mission%20letter%20-%20KUBILIUS.pdf
2 ∙⸱ https://defence-industry-space.ec.europa.eu/document/download/30b50d2c-49aa-4250-9ca6-27a0347cf009_en?filename=White%20Paper.pdf
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