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Subject: EU-Algeria partnership called into question, and making aid conditional on effective migration cooperation

On 23 January 2025,  the  European  Parliament  adopted  a  resolution  calling for  the  release  of  the  Franco-Algerian  writer  
Boualem Sansal. In response, on 27 January, the Algerian Parliament strongly condemned this resolution, calling the concerns  
it expressed “false allegations” (1). In addition, the day before, President Tebboune had called for a revision of the Association  
Agreement between Algeria and the EU (2).

In light of that, it is perfectly reasonable for the EU to reconsider how appropriate it is to send financial aid to Algeria. Another 
factor is Algeria’s failure to both comply with its international commitments and cooperate effectively with Member States,  
particularly France, including as regards the readmission of irregular Algerian migrants subject to an “obligation to leave  
French territory” (OQTF). In 2023, of the 25 120 Algerian nationals (3) under such an obligation, only 2 562 were deported, 
which is less than 10%.

1. How does the Commission view Algeria not cooperating on migration even though it is granted financial support by the 
EU?

2. Is  the  Commission  prepared  to  make  all  EU  funding  conditional  on  Algeria  making  commitments  regarding  the  
readmission of irregular migrants?

3. What concrete measures does the Commission plan on introducing to ensure that Algeria assumes its responsibilities with  
regard to the migratory pressure faced by the EU?
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Algeria plays a key role as a country of origin, transit, and destination of migration. Algeria is an important destination for sub-
Saharan migrants, with some settling and others transiting. 

The EU’s financial support for programmes covering Algeria is primarily channelled through international partners rather than  
directly to the Algerian government. 

The EU continues to advocate for stronger cooperation on migration issues, including on effective readmission of Algerian 
nationals to all EU Member States, as well as broader migration and security matters.

To address migratory pressures on the EU, the Commission is committed to deepening cooperation in a comprehensive way 
with Algeria through political dialogue and development cooperation. 

This includes reinforcing existing support for the voluntary return of sub-Saharan migrants from Algeria to their countries of  
origin, as well as further engaging Algeria on migration and security, such as border management, anti-smuggling and the  
readmission of Algerian nationals from the EU. 
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