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The European Contact Group on Search and Rescue consists of Member States and Schengen 
Associated Countries and provides them with a space for dialogue as well as a framework to 
liaise with relevant stakeholders, including private entities owning or operating vessels for the 
purpose of search and rescue activities, such as non-governmental organisations1. 

The Commission holds regular meetings with non-governmental organisations on search and 
rescue related issues, which have also informed the work of the Contact Group.

1 Commission Recommendation (EU) 2020/1365 on cooperation among Member States concerning operations 
carried out by vessels owned or operated by private entities for the purpose of search and rescue activities, points 
(16) and (2), OJ L 317, 1.10.2020, p. 23–25. 


