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In the 2024 Rule of Law Report’s country chapter for the Netherlands1, the Commission 
referred to the ongoing discussion in the Netherlands on the procedure for appointing 
members of the Council for the Judiciary and court management boards. The Commission 
continues to follow the developments in this respect in the context of the preparation of the 
2025 Rule of Law Report. 

As recalled in the 2024 Rule of Law Report, procedures for the appointment and dismissal of 
judges and the powers and composition of Councils for the Judiciary are important in 
safeguarding judicial independence, based on the principles established by the Court of 
Justice of the European Union. Also, European standards have been developed by the Council 
of Europe on how the Councils for the Judiciary should be designed to best safeguard their 
independence, including as regards their composition.

The preparation for the 2025 Rule of Law Report is ongoing, based on a well-established 
methodology2 and on a continued dialogue with the national authorities and in consultation 
with relevant stakeholders.

1 https://commission.europa.eu/document/download/3a411497-b5f1-4b49-8d6a-
1a01220453c8_en?filename=44_1_58073_coun_chap_netherlands_en.pdf 
2 https://commission.europa.eu/document/download/e80a08e9-a5cd-4100-833d-
f87548004226_en?filename=2024%20Rule%20of%20Law%20Report%20-%20methodology.pdf 
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