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Question for written answer E-000656/25
to the Commission
Bart Groothuis (Renew)
(12 February 2025)

Subject: LinkedIn temporarily suspends University Lecturer account for organising an event on the Uyghurs

On 10 February 2025, the LinkedIn account of Casper Wits, university lecturer at Leiden University, was suspended by
LinkedIn, following a post he published on the platform regarding an upcoming lecture, “The Uyghurs as political prisoners’,
hosted by the Oranjehotel in cooperation with Leiden University. (*)

1. Given the Commission’s role as the enforcer of the Digital Services Act regarding very large online platforms (VLOPs)
such as LinkedIn, has it requested or will it request LinkedIn to clarify and justify its temporary suspension of Wits’s account,
the basis on which this decision was made, and its proportionality?

2. Can the Commission share whether this ban is based on community reports from pro-China users or bots without human
verification?

3. If so, does the Commission consider that this may pose a loophole for systemic risk and censorship of voices that are
critical of autocratic regimes?

Submitted: 12.2.2025

Answer given by Executive Vice-President Virkkunen on behalf of the European Commission
(16 June 2025)

Under Article 56 of the Digital Services Act (DSA) (*), the Commission has powers to supervise and enforce the regulation in
relation to providers of designated very large online platforms (VLOPs) and of very large online search engines.

Since the DSA does not as such regulate content nor individual content moderation decisions-which are a matter for specific
laws and the competent courts to determine — but rather the processes online platforms have in place, these powers do not
cover content moderation actions.

However, the DSA imposes on providers several obligations to increase the transparency and accountability of their services
for all users.

For example, Article 17 of the DSA mandates the providers of hosting services, thus including LinkedIn, to provide statements
of reasons to any recipients of the service affected by restrictions, such as the suspension of accounts, imposed on the basis of
the information shared.

In addition, pursuant to Article 15 of the DSA, providers of intermediary services — thus again including LinkedIn — shall
make publicly available, at least once a year, transparency reports on their content moderation activities.

Those reports shall contain information about the content moderation engaged in at the providers’ own initiative, including the
use of automated tools and the number and type of measures taken that affect the availability, visibility and accessibility of
information provided by users. LinkedIn transparency reports can be found online. (%)

As regards systemic risks, it is for the providers of VLOPs such as LinkedIn to diligently identify, analyse and assess them
pursuant to Article 34 of the DSA, and to put in place mitigation measures accordingly pursuant to Article 35, under the
supervision of the Commission.

! Thitps://www.linkedin.com/posts/remco-breuker-%F0%9F%9F%A5-6104676_studium-generale-de-oeigoeren-als-politieke-activity-7294707097248645120-
P80L?utm_source=share&utm_medium=member_ios

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2022/2065/0j/eng.

https://www.linkedin.com/help/linkedin/answer/a1678508?src=or-search&veh=www.google.com.
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