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The Commission is aware of the study by its Joint Research Centre revealing that the deepest
point of the Mediterranean Sea has a very high concentration of marine litter!.

The Marine Strategy Framework Directive? requires Member States to monitor and assess
quantities and impacts of marine litter and take measures to reduce them so that they do not
harm the coastal and marine environment. Under this Directive, there is an agreed limit of 20
macro litter items per 100 metres of coastline?®; threshold values for seafloor macro litter are
being discussed with Member States.

In addition, the EU Strategy for Plastics®, the Single-Use Plastics Directive® and the Port
Reception Facilities Directive® also aim to reduce marine litter from land and sea sources. The
Regulation on preventing plastic pellets losses to reduce microplastic pollution’ proposed by
the Commission in October 2023 will strengthen the legislative framework.

The Zero Pollution Action Plan® sets a 50% reduction target for plastic litter at sea by 2030.
According to the recent monitoring and outlook report” the EU is on track to meet the target.

The Extended Producer Responsibility provisions are embodied in EU legislation, including
the Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation'?, to ensure that producers contribute to this
goal. The EU also supports regional organisations!!, to combat marine litter and developing
an ambitious global Treaty against plastic pollution.

EU funds, such as Horizon Europe!?, the EU programme for the environment and climate
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action'’, and the European Maritime Fisheries and Aquaculture fund'# finance activities
against marine litter.

These measures can be effective: a recent report showing that marine litter on the EU
coastline is down by almost one-third!>.
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