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Subject: Termination of the EU-Algeria Association Agreement

The  EU-Algeria  Association  Agreement,  in  force  since  2005,  was  intended  to  secure  a  balanced  economic  partnership.  
However, for several years now, and increasingly since 2021, Algeria has been repeatedly violating this agreement by imposing  
unilateral protectionist measures wholly at odds with its obligations.

The imposition of arbitrary restrictions on European imports, the discriminatory granting of licences, the blocking of payments,  
as well as the reintroduction of the 51-49% rule for foreign investments illustrate a clear desire on the part of the Algerian  
authorities to distort competition to the detriment of European companies. Algeria has also ceased to apply preferential tariff  
quotas in respect of agricultural and industrial products.

Despite the Commission’s warnings and the initiation of a dispute settlement procedure in June  2024, no improvement has 
been observed.

Maintaining this  agreement  and considering its  renegotiation  in  2025 would  therefore  be tantamount  to  condoning these  
violations and undermining the credibility of the EU’s trade commitments.

In light of the foregoing, can the Commission clarify:

1. What measures does it intend to take to immediately suspend the Agreement, in accordance with Article  107 thereof, in 
order to protect the EU’s economic interests?

2. Is it considering imposing targeted economic sanctions and a more restrictive trade policy on this country which has  
failed to honour its commitments?
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Answer given by Mr Šefčovič on behalf of the European Commission
(24 April 2025)

The Commission is aware of the concerns raised in the written question and has already taken steps to address Algeria’s  
measures which the Commission considers incompatible with the EU-Algeria Association Agreement (1).

Specifically, the EU requested consultations to Algeria in June 2024, and such consultations are still ongoing. In this context, 
the EU is working to ensure a mutually satisfactory solution to the dispute as quickly as possible. 

Should this prove to be impossible, the EU will consider further steps in the procedure, in particular as a first step the EU could 
request the establishment of a panel of arbitrators as provided by Article 100 of the Association Agreement.

1 1This question is supported by Members other than the authors: Julie Rechagneux (PfE), Jean-Paul Garraud (PfE)
1 ∙⸱ https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/documents-publications/treaties-agreements/agreement/?id=2002036||( ||)
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