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Statements by US President Donald Trump include threats to impose tariffs on European products, sparking concerns over EU-
US trade relations. The EU has declared its intention to protect its interests and defend itself against such actions.

Given the importance of transatlantic trade relations and the potential consequences of imposing tariffs, can the Commission
answer the following:

1. What specific actions does it plan to take to dissuade the US from imposing tariffs on European products?
2. How does it intend to support the European sectors likely to be most affected by such tariffs?

3. Are there any planned negotiations or contacts with the US administration to find a solution that will prevent the
escalation of trade tensions?
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Answer given by Mr Sefcovi¢ on behalf of the European Commission
(7 May 2025)

The Commission regrets the decision of the United States (US) to impose tariffs on EU exports of steel and aluminium on
12 March 2025.

The Commission sees no justification for these tariffs on EU steel and aluminium exports. The Commission has emphasised to
the US its wish to work together on this and that the EU is not the problem — but is part of the solution.

The Commission’s priority is to avoid disruptions to EU-US trade and to seek negotiated solutions. The EU has stated its clear
preference to find negotiated outcomes with the US, which would be balanced and mutually beneficial.

In light of the decision by the US to delay by 90 days its country-specific ‘reciprocal’ tariffs on EU exports, the EU has decided
to put its countermeasures on EUR 21 billion of US exports on hold for the same length of time.

This gesture of goodwill will give time for negotiations to proceed. If, however, the talks are not satisfactory, the EU
countermeasures will come into force on 14 July 2025.

At the same time, the Commission is taking forward its internal policy agenda to boost European competitiveness.



