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Subject: Need for a realistic and flexible approach to emissions and mobility regulation in the EU

The imminent implementation of the 2025 Clean Air for Europe (CAFE) Regulation is creating an unsustainable situation in
the European automotive sector. This policy, driven by environmental lobbies, is not only making new vehicles prohibitively
expensive, but is also slowing down the renewal of car fleets, perpetuating the circulation of highly polluting cars. Moreover,
the current model of emissions compensation benefits foreign manufacturers such as Tesla to the detriment of European
industry, a contradiction that jeopardises our competitiveness.

It is unacceptable that intermediate solutions such as support for hybrid vehicles and the promotion of synthetic and renewable
fuels, key tools to effectively and progressively reduce emissions, are not taken into account. The severity of the 2035 targets,
coupled with regulatory pressure, is only aggravating the crisis in the sector and threatening thousands of jobs in Europe.

We therefore urge the Commission to rethink this regulation with a more pragmatic and flexible vision that allows for
technological evolution without imposing irrational measures.

In this context, can the Commission answer the following questions:

1. Is the Commission considering making the CAFE regulation more flexible in order to prevent the collapse of the
European car industry?

2. How does the Commission justify the fact that sanctions imposed on European manufacturers end up benefiting foreign
competitors?
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Answer given by Mr Hoekstra on behalf of the European Commission
(28 April 2025)

Delivering on the EU’s climate targets (') requires a swift decrease in greenhouse gas emissions from all sectors, including
transport. It is also urgent to reduce Europe’s reliance on imported fossil fuels, which makes the EU more vulnerable to
external pressure and global market uncertainty — in 2022, the EU’s fossil-fuel energy import bill reached EUR 604 billion.

The CO? standards Regulation (?) sets targets for new cars and vans, which get more stringent over time, up to a 100% emission
reduction as of 2035.

This creates long-term predictability for manufacturers and investors, while giving industry the necessary lead-time to adapt.
This also supports competitiveness — EU manufacturers are strongly investing in zero-emission technologies and a strong
home market is a crucial enabler for them to regain leadership in this area.

The 2025 CO? targets, which require a 15% reduction of emissions from baseline, can be met through a mix of technological
options, including electric and hybrid vehicles.

For manufacturers that may not be able to comply on their own, the regulation, as strongly requested by the industry, provides
the option to pool with other manufacturers. Pooling is not required under the regulation — it is one option in manufacturers’
compliance strategy.

As announced in the Industrial Action Plan for the European automotive sector (*), on 1 April 2025 the Commission proposed a
targeted amendment of the CO’ standards, whereby compliance would be assessed over the years 2025, 2026 and 2027
combined instead of annually ().

This will contribute to safeguarding the EU industry’s capacity to invest, keeping the overall ambition of the 2025 targets. The
Commission will also accelerate work on the preparation of the review of the regulation.
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Enshrined in the European Climate Law — http://data.europa.eu/eli/reg/2021/1119/0j
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/eli/reg/2023/851/0j/eng
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