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The Commission is fully committed to ensure the respect in all Member States of the
fundamental rights and EU values enshrined in Article 2 of the Treaty on European Union and
in the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union'.

In the EU, the public incitement to violence or hatred against a group or a member of such
group by reference to race, colour, religion, descent or national or ethnic origin is a criminal
offence under the Council Framework Decision on combating racism and xenophobia?. This
includes the penalisation of the condoning, denial or gross trivialisation of the Holocaust and
international crimes. Member States are competent to investigate and prosecute such crimes,
as well as any crime committed with a racist or xenophobic motivation happening within their
jurisdictions.

As elaborated in the Commission’s replies to questions E-006476/20203 and E-001741/20214,
the Commission implements the mechanisms provided in the Financial Regulation® for the
award of funds. It carries out rigorous selection processes, including different checks on grant
beneficiaries based on objective criteria such as the exclusion criteria® or the EU restrictive
measures’.

The EU-Ukraine Association Agreement® is based on the respect for democratic principles,
human rights and fundamental freedoms. This means also that Ukraine has committed to
promote, enforce and ensure respect for these principles. The EU follows closely the
developments in Ukraine, including the legislative steps that may impact on democracy,
human rights and the rule of law and is consistently encouraging Ukraine, as well as all its
partners, to continue efforts to fight any incidents of violent extremism.
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