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Subject: The EU’s digital transformation programmes and the European funds that have been disbursed to achieve it

Digital technology and infrastructure are an integral part of our daily lives, as they determine how we work and communicate 
and are also vital to advancing scientific progress and responding to current environmental challenges.

The COVID-19 pandemic showed just how important it is for Europe to avoid depending on non-EU systems and solutions.  
Russia’s war of aggression against Ukraine has further highlighted the vulnerabilities of our digital supply chains and the  
importance of investing in cybersecurity and drastically improving Europe’s digital capabilities.

The  EU  has  set  up  a  number  of  programmes  to  support  the  digital  transformation  of  industries,  SMEs  and  public 
administrations. One of them is Digital Europe (DIGITAL), which enables the EU to respond to these challenges by funding 
projects  in  key areas  such  as  supercomputing,  artificial  intelligence,  cybersecurity and advanced  digital  skills  as  well  as  
initiatives which aim to ensure the widespread use of digital technologies across the economy and society.

In view of President von der Leyen’s announcement of the launching of InvestAI (an initiative that will mobilise a further 
EUR 200 billion in funds,  of which EUR 20 billion will  be set  aside for a European fund for AI gigafactories), could the 
Commission clarify how much has been spent so far to achieve the digital transition for European citizens and businesses?
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Answer given by Executive Vice-President Virkkunen on behalf of the European Commission
(7 May 2025)

The Digital Europe Programme (DEP), the first programme entirely dedicated to the deployment of digital infrastructures and 
an important enabler of the European digital transition,  has an overall budget of EUR 8.1 billion for funding activities in six 
areas:  supercomputing,  artificial  intelligence,  cybersecurity,  advanced  digital  skills,  ensuring  the  wide  use  of  digital 
technologies across the economy and society and semiconductors. 

Due to the 50% funding rate of the programme, the same amount is being invested by Member States and beneficiaries from  
the programme.

2024 saw the signature of the 500th grant under DEP. This milestone represents an overall investment of EUR 3.3 billion, with 
EUR 1.9 billion contributed from the DEP budget. Over EUR 1 billion has been invested in over 140 procurements and in 
contribution agreements. 

Through InvestEU, EUR 83.63 million have been committed to support strategic digital technologies and EUR 67 million for 
investments in semiconductor technologies that are expected to mobilise EUR 2.1 billion.

The implementation of DEP is on track to achieve its objectives. A number of big initiatives have been launched: deployment 
of  world-class  supercomputers  and  artificial  intelligence  factories,  launch of  leading semiconductor  pilot  lines, European 
Digital  Identity (eID) pilot  projects,  The  European Quantum Communication Infrastructure  Initiative  (EuroQCI),  security 
operation centres, Destination Earth, the European Virtual Human Twins Initiative, and the network of Digital Innovation Hubs  
in all Member States.

These flagship initiatives for the EU are now well recognised by the Member States and stakeholders alike, paving the way for  
European digital transition.

Detailed data on the implementation of DEP, including financial data, can be found in the DIGITAL dashboard (1).
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