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Subject: The Commission’s response in the Slimane Bouhafs case 

Slimane Bouhafs, a Berber who has converted to Christianity and is an activist for freedom of expression, democracy and 
minority rights, was granted refugee status by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees in 202 0 (1). 
He was imprisoned several times by the regime between 2010 and 2020, including on false accusations of ‘terrorism’. While he  
was a refugee in Tunisia, he was abducted and returned to Algeria in 2021, where he suffered physical abuse. He was released 
together with another activist, Kamira Nait Sid, in 2024, after three years in prison (2), but is now deprived of all his rights and 
identity papers. His life is now in danger (3). 

Nevertheless, the Commission supports the Algerian state through technical, financial and humanitarian cooperation (4), while 
the former Vice-President of the Commission/High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, Josep  
Borrell, has repeatedly recalled the EU’s commitment to freedom of religion or belief (5).

1. Has the Commission looked into the Slimane Bouhafs case?

2. What action does it intend to take in practice and what means does it have at its disposal to pressure the Algerian regime 
to comply with the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which it has ratified?
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Human rights and democracy, including the right to freedom of religion or belief, are a key element of EU-Algeria relations,  
enshrined in Article 2 of the EU-Algeria Association Agreement (1). 

On this basis, the EU closely monitors the situation of human rights in the country including in relation to individual cases such 
as the one referred to in the Honourable Member’s question.

Promotion and protection of freedom of religion and belief, which includes the right for everyone to have and adopt freely their  
religion or belief of their choice, continues to feature among the priorities of the external agenda of the  EU on human rights, as 
highlighted in the EU Action Plan on Human Rights and Democracy (2).

The EU regularly addresses human rights issues, including the fulfilment of international human rights obligations, in the  
framework of the EU-Algeria Association Agreement and through regular contacts with government officials at all levels. In  
this regard, the EU prioritises frank and constructive dialogue, which it considers the most effective course of action.
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