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The Commission has not been informed by any national or European authority about 
intelligence indicating that COVID-19 originated in a laboratory.

The Commission closely monitors scientific studies on the origin of SARS-CoV-2 and supports 
the research of the World Health Organization (WHO)1. The WHO’ s Global Study on the 
origins of SARS-CoV-2 suggests three possible zoonotic pathways for the introduction of the 
virus and concludes that the introduction through a laboratory incident is extremely unlikely2. 
Furthermore, a 2023 scientific critical review concluded that the strongest evidence supports a 
zoonotic over a laboratory origin3.

The Commission and the Member States implement Regulation (EU) 2022/2371 on serious 
cross-border health threats4, and related Regulations that reinforced the EU’s health security 
framework5. The Commission is currently drafting a Union Prevention, Preparedness and 
Response Plan (PPRP) to promote an effective and coordinated response to cross-border threats 
to health at Union level. Every three years, the European Centre for Disease Prevention and 
Control (ECDC), is to assess the implementation of the national PPRPs across all EU/European 
Economic Area (EEA) countries.

The ECDC is carrying out after-action reviews to learn from the handling of the COVID-19 
pandemic6 and has issued guidance on public health and social measures for health emergencies 
and pandemics in the EU/EEA7.

In 2024, the Commission set up the Advisory Committee on public health emergencies, which, 
amongst others, advises the Commission on the formulation of response measures, including 
risk and crisis communication, in case of a public health emergency at Union level8.
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