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Question for written answer E-001304/25

to the Commission
Bruno Gonçalves (S&D), Bruno Tobback (S&D), Thomas Pellerin-Carlin (S&D), Giorgio Gori (S&D), Daniel Attard 

(S&D), Elena Sancho Murillo (S&D), Nicolás González Casares (S&D), Yannis Maniatis (S&D)
(27 March 2025)

Subject: Follow-up on the European Council’s call for long-term investment planning on interconnecting the EU energy market

On 20 March 2025, the European Council called for urgent action to build a genuine energy union before 2030, including 
‘cross-border and Union-wide long-term investment planning, with a view to fully integrate and interconnect the  EU energy 
market’.

Taking this into consideration:

1. What are the main obstacles hindering the achievement of EU interconnection targets?

2. What concrete steps is the Commission already taking to accelerate investment in cross-border interconnections?

3. Given the urgency highlighted by the European Council, will the Commission propose a new fund for interconnection 
development, or will we have to wait for the new multiannual financial framework (starting in 2028)?

Submitted: 27.3.2025

Answer given by Mr Jørgensen on behalf of the European Commission
(10 June 2025)

As  outlined  in  the  Affordable  Energy  Action  Plan (1),  there  is  a  clear  and  urgent  need  to  develop  energy  system 
interconnections to  strengthen our  Energy Union in  order  to  lower energy costs,  enhance competitiveness  and ensure an 
independent and secure energy system. 

Investments in grids and interconnectors will be particularly instrumental. Investing EUR 2 billion per year in cross-border 
networks provides EUR 5 billion in benefits for citizens yearly. 

The Connecting Europe Facility is the key EU funding instrument for promoting cross-border energy infrastructure, with a  
financial  envelope for the period from 1 January 2021 to 31 December 2027 of some EUR 5.8 billion dedicated to energy 
projects. 

The Competitiveness Compass (2), the Clean Industrial Deal (3) and the Affordable Energy Action Plan recall the importance 
for the EU to continue providing sufficient funding to support the completion of the Energy Union’s interconnectors and energy 
infrastructure.  Concrete proposals on future financing will be considered in the framework of the next multiannual financial  
programme. 

As announced in the Clean Industrial Deal, EU funding will provide significant further investments in the infrastructure and  
connectivity required to complete the Energy Union. 

The Commission will also put forward a European Grid Package to, among others, ensure cross-border integrated planning and  
delivery of projects, especially on interconnectors.

At  the  same  time,  the  Commission  recalls  that  existing  infrastructure  needs  to  be  used  efficiently,  notably  by  fully 
implementing the target of 70% of available capacity for cross-border exchanges at the interconnectors.

1 ∙⸱ Action  Plan  for  Affordable  Energy Unlocking the true  value  of  our  Energy Union  to  secure  affordable,  efficient  and  clean  energy for  all  Europeans,  
COM/2025/79 final.

2 ∙⸱ A Competitiveness Compass for the EU, COM(2025) 30 final.
3 ∙⸱ The Clean Industrial Deal: A joint roadmap for competitiveness and decarbonisation, COM(2025) 85 final.
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