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(31 March 2025)

Subject: Language policy in Latvia

1.  What does the Commission make of the Latvian Government’s decision to ban Russian in public service broadcasting
from 20267

2. How does the Commission view this decision, particularly in the context of the 1992 European Charter for Regional or
Minority Languages?

3. How does the Commission define the group affected — ‘Russian minority’, ‘Russian-speaking minority’, ‘Russians in
Latvia’ or another term?

Submitted: 31.3.2025

Answer given by Mr Micallef on behalf of the European Commission
(11 June 2025)

The Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union explicitly prohibits any discrimination based on membership of a
national minority and promotes respect for linguistic diversity. At the same time, the legal provisions governing the use of
languages fall within the exclusive competence of the Member States. The Commission also has no competence to evaluate
compliance with the European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages.



