EN

E-001752/2025

Answer given by Mr Vérhelyi

on behalf of the European Commission
(8.7.2025)

1. Current EU legislation on the protection of animals during transport' requires Member
States to impose penalties if necessary. An overview of their enforcement actions is regularly
made publicly available by Member States, but this information is not detailed enough for the
Commission to identify specific cases, such as penalties imposed following the notification of
infringement through a journey log.

2. According to the Official Controls Regulation (OCR)?, it is the responsibility of Member
States to take the appropriate actions in the event of non-compliances established by their
risk-based controls, including controls of journey logs submitted within one month after the
journey concerned has been completed. In the case of a non-compliance that concerns more
than one Member State, the OCR contains detailed rules and procedures for administrative
assistance and cooperation, which require, among others, to inform the competent authority of
the Member State concerned®. The Commission has recently launched a Rapid Alert System
for Food and Feed (iRASFF) animal welfare module, which constitutes the IT tool that
Member States must use to implement certain provisions of the OCR on administrative
assistance and cooperation®. Filing a non-compliance in this module requires the notified
Member States to take certain obligatory actions®, including actions to ensure compliance
with the rules on the protection of animals during transport.

3. In its proposal for a Regulation on the protection of animals during transport, the
Commission introduces a new approach to harmonise sanctions in case of infringements of
the rules on animal transport®. The debate is ongoing. The Commission remains open to work
with the co-legislators in this area.
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