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The EU is very concerned about reports of a drone attack on a ship carrying humanitarian aid
and activists heading for Gaza. The EU discourages flotillas as a means for aid delivery. They
risk the safety of their participants and carry the potential for escalation. However, nothing
justifies attacking participants of flotillas with drones.

Humanitarian aid is needed in Gaza to help people in desperate need. The EU repeats its call
on Israel to allow unimpeded humanitarian aid to flow at scale into and throughout the strip.
The High Representative/Vice-President has been engaged on this issue, including through calls
with Israeli Foreign Minister and with international partners including the United Nations (UN).
The High Representative/Vice President expressed deep concern at the humanitarian blockade,
which has lasted more than two months, and at the intensified Israeli ground operation in Gaza'.

The EU has consistently reiterated that in exercising its right to defend itself, Israel must fully
comply with its obligations under international law, including international humanitarian law,
in all circumstances. The EU firmly condemns any attack on humanitarian aid workers and calls
for accountability. The EU reiterates the importance of ensuring the protection of all civilians,
including humanitarian workers, at all times, as well as civilian infrastructures, including
medical facilities, schools and UN premises.

I https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/de/statement_25 1155;
https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/joint-donor-statement-humanitarian-aid-gaza%C2%A0_en.
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