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Sport plays a powerful role in promoting peace, respect, and understanding within societies. 
By teaching us to follow rules, respect opponents, and reject violence, it contributes 
meaningfully to human rights and peaceful coexistence. As the world’s foremost sporting 
event, the Olympic Games symbolise these values and have the unique ability to bring people 
together across borders and differences.

The Commission believes that international sporting events, including the Olympic Games, 
must not be used for political propaganda by regimes engaged in wars of aggression in 
violation of international law.

At the same time the Commission fully supports the autonomy of the sporting movement and 
the universal right of individual athletes, to participate in such events and takes note of the  
decision of the International Olympic Committee to allow athletes from Russia and Belarus to 
compete in the Paris 2024 Olympic Games.


