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The EU has a strategic interest in stability and security in the Eastern Mediterranean and in 
maintaining a cooperative and mutually beneficial relationship with Türkiye. A stable and 
secure environment in the Eastern Mediterranean requires unequivocal commitment to good 
neighbourly relations, to international agreements and to the peaceful settlement of disputes in 
accordance with the United Nations Charter as well as abstaining from unilateral actions that 
violate international law and the sovereign rights of Member States.

Türkiye is a candidate country and a key EU partner. In the 2024 enlargement report1, the 
Commission emphasised that Türkiye must avoid actions that damage good neighbourly 
relations and respect the sovereignty of all Member States and their sovereign rights. This 
includes the right to explore and exploit natural resources in accordance with EU and 
international law, in particular the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea.

In its Council Conclusions of December 20242, the EU noted the improvements in relations 
between Greece and Türkiye and expressed its expectations that these improvements will be 
sustained.

1 https://enlargement.ec.europa.eu/turkiye-report-2024_en.
2 https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-16983-2024-INIT/en/pdf.
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