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The Commission is currently assessing the recently adopted resolution' of the Slovak
government on culling 350 bears, which lays down the obligation on the Minister of
Environment to issue derogations for the culling.

The Commission has been in contact with the Slovak authorities and asked for more
information about the implementation of this resolution and the derogation decisions issued
by Slovakia. The Commission has also sought clarification on the new methodology used by
Slovakia to estimate its bear population.

Without prejudice to the Commission’s role as the guardian of the Treaties, Member States’
national administrative and judicial authorities are primarily responsible to ensure that EU
legislation is complied with. In that respect the Commission recalls that national courts play
an essential role in ensuring that the derogations adopted at national level are in full
compliance with the provisions of the Habitats Directive?.

Nonetheless, the Commission is closely following the situation and in case of an established
breach would take any action deemed necessary.

I'Slovak Government resolution 182/2025 of 2 April 2025: https://rokovania.gov.sk/RVL/Resolution/22363/1.
2 Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and
flora OJ L 206, 22.7.1992, p. 7.
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