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1. The Commission is not in a position to comment on specific ongoing proceedings brought 
by the European Free Trade Association’s Surveillance Authority as regards a possible 
infringement by Iceland of Directive 2010/63/EU1.

2. The Commission is committed to enhancing animal welfare while safeguarding the 
availability of medicinal products in the Union as well as the competitiveness of the 
pharmaceutical sector. As regards the use of horses as donor of material for Pregnant Mare 
Serum Gonadotropin (PMSG) production, the Commission has sent a mandate to the 
European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) to request a scientific opinion on the welfare of 
Equidae. This opinion is expected to be delivered in 2026. Based on the EFSA opinion and its 
recommendations, appropriate follow-up on the matter will be duly considered by the 
Commission.

1 Directive 2010/63/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 22 September 2010 on the protection 
of animals used for scientific purposes. OJ L 276, 20.10.2010, p. 33–79.


