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1. The Irish hare (Lepus timidus) is listed in Annex V of the Habitats Directive1 and therefore 
may be exploited if the conditions set out in Article 14 of the Directive are met, that is 
ensuring that any taking in the wild of specimens is compatible with maintaining the 
population at favourable conservation status.

The species is reported as being in favourable conservation status in Ireland.

Article 15 of the Directive states that Member States shall prohibit the use of all 
indiscriminate means (of capture and killing) capable of causing local disappearance of, or 
serious disturbance to, populations of such species.

The Commission has assessed that hare coursing should not be considered as such to 
constitute indiscriminate means.

2. The Commission has not held specific discussions with the Irish authorities regarding hare 
coursing.

1 Council Directive 92/43/EEC of 21 May 1992 on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and 
flora, OJ L 206, 22.7.1992, p. 7–50.


