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Subject: Recognising the opportunities presented by RENURE

RENURE (1) (2) offers  several  benefits  that  are  closely  aligned  with  the  European  Union’s  economic,  geopolitical  and  
environmental  objectives.  First,  it  promotes  the  circular  use  of  nutrients,  which  is  essential  for  sustainable  agriculture.  
Furthermore, RENURE contributes to reducing energy dependence by exploiting the methane, or biogas, released as climate-
friendly green gas.

The recovery of phosphorus — identified as a critical raw material under the Critical Raw Materials Act (3) — reduces strategic 
dependence  on  imports  from  third  countries.  Moreover, 
RENURE  contributes  to  CO  reduction  by  rendering  the  use₂  
of synthetic fertilisers unnecessary. Applying nitrogen separately from phosphate also avoids unnecessary phosphate loading of  
agricultural land.

Finally,  the underlying technologies  and innovations  are  more  widely applicable,  for  instance for  nutrient  recovery from  
sewage sludge. The above illustrates that RENURE perfectly matches the biotech and innovation ambitions of the European  
Union.

1. Does the Commission recognise the potential of RENURE for application within Europe and as an export product?

2. Does the Commission recognise the special added value of RENURE, both ecologically and economically, particularly in 
regions which specialise in livestock farming?

3. How does the Commission view the past few years in which the development and application of RENURE has actually  
been delayed despite calls for action from Parliament?

Submitted: 27.5.2025

Answer given by Ms Roswall on behalf of the European Commission
(1 August 2025)

The Nitrates Directive (1) limits the amount of livestock manure that can be spread on fields, as the spreading of livestock 
manure — an organic fertiliser — is associated with specific environmental risks. 

Since the adoption of the directive, new forms of advanced industrial processing of livestock manure have emerged, such as  
RENURE. 

These new processing techniques result in materials that behave in a more similar way to chemical fertilisers, reducing risks to  
the environment under certain conditions (2).  Such materials, if they comply with the Fertilising Product Regulation (3), can 
also be marketed in the internal market. 

Improving  nutrients  management,  increasing  circularity  and  addressing  nutrient  pollution  hotpots  is  a  priority  of  this 
Commission, as confirmed in the Vision for Agriculture and Food (4) and Water Resilience Strategy (5). 

Both policy initiatives call for the management of nutrients from livestock farming to limit negative externalities, supporting  
extensification in regions with high livestock concentrations and promoting circularity which can help reduce dependencies on  
imported fertilisers, a win-win for the environment and climate. 
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Nevertheless, the impacts in nitrates vulnerable zones require careful consideration. In April  2024, the Commission published 
for public feedback (6) a draft Commission Directive amending the Nitrates Directive to allow the use of certain types of  
processed livestock manure above the limit for land application of livestock manure, within certain limits and conditions. 

Discussions on the draft text are underway in the Nitrates Committee with the competent Member State authorities, in line with  
the legal comitology procedure.
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