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According to Article 48(6) Treaty on European Union (TEU) any decisions taken by the 
European Council to amend the Treaties under the simplified revision procedure are taken by 
unanimity and can only enter into force if and when approved by the Member States in 
accordance with their respective constitutional requirements.

The EU does not have any competence to launch public consultations via referenda in the 
Member States. It is for the Member States to decide when to hold a referendum on any given 
topic, in accordance with their respective constitutional requirements. 

Any amendment to the EU Treaties needs to follow the procedures laid down in those same 
Treaties. In that regard, modifications of the EU Treaties would have to follow the various 
steps in the ordinary or simplified revision procedure laid down in Article 48 TEU, both of 
which require ratification by all Member States, in accordance with their respective 
constitutional requirements.


