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Article 13 of the Waste Framework Directive1 (WFD) requires Member States to ensure that 
waste is managed in an environmentally sound way without endangering human health or 
harming the environment. Waste policy should focus on prevention, preparing for re-use and 
recycling as set out by the Green Deal2, the circular economy action plan3 and the waste 
hierarchy in Article 4 of the WFD. 

The inclusion of incineration plants in the Greek plan does not contravene the above 
instruments. Incineration with energy recovery is higher placed in the waste hierarchy than 
other disposal operations such as incineration without energy recovery and landfilling. 
However, the competent authorities should only grant permits to waste facilities if the 
intended method of treatment is acceptable from the point of view of environmental 
protection and if it is in line with the relevant waste management plans required in the WFD4. 
In particular, in order to protect human health or harm to the environment, they must respect 
the Industrial Emissions Directive (IED)5, which lays down emission limits and techniques to 
stay below certain emission thresholds6.

Cohesion Policy does not support investments in waste incineration, in line with EU’s 
commitment to prioritise waste prevention, reuse and recycling7. Without prejudice to the 
Commission’s role as guardian of the Treaties, Member States are primarily responsible to 
ensure compliance with EU legislation and appropriate citizen consultation process in the 
development of waste management strategies and specific waste treatment plants in 
accordance with the Environmental Impact Assessment Directive8, the Strategic 
Environmental Assessment Directive9 and the IED.
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