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The United States continues to consider participation in the enhanced border security partnership 

(EBSP) an important criterion for participation in its Visa Waiver Program, as confirmed at the 

EU-US Justice and Home Affairs ministerial meeting in early June 2025. Given the intrinsic link to 

EU competence on visa policy, in 2024 the Permanent Representatives Committee (Coreper) asked 

the Commission to submit a recommendation for a Council Decision to negotiate, on behalf of the 

Union, an agreement which would address these issues.

On 23 July 2025, the Commission submitted a recommendation to open negotiations on a 

framework agreement between the European Union and the US on the exchange of information for 

security screenings and identity verifications relating to border procedures and applications for visa. 

The Council is currently discussing it.


