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The Commission recalls that, before the project referred to by the Honourable Member
receives green light, the competent authorities in Spain are expected to fulfil all the relevant
requirements laid down in EU environmental legislation, in particular those enshrined in the
Habitats' and Birds? Directives, and the Environmental Impact Assessment Directive’. In this
regard, in order to clarify the baseline for the assessment of any new project, the competent
authorities need to complete the implementation of the measures necessary to put an end to an
ongoing infringement case* regarding the inadequate protection of the Natura 2000 site Delta
del Llobregat’.

The latest amendment to the European Emissions Trading System (ETS)®, promotes cost-
effective and economically efficient greenhouse gas emissions reductions. Aviation carbon
dioxide emissions (CO;) have been covered by the ETS since 2012. However, with the
exception of the COVID pandemic, aviation emissions have continued to rise. Today, aviation
is one of the last sectors with rising emissions in Europe. Following the proposed expansion
of Barcelona-El Prat airport, the cap on emissions set by the ETS will remain at the same
level. The CO, emissions from those flights leaving Barcelona El-Prat for a destination under
the scope of the EU ETS will continue to be covered by the EU ETS carbon price’.
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