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1. The Commission supports in principle the user pays principle which implies that users bear 
the cost of building and maintaining the infrastructure they are using, rather than the 
infrastructure being financed with public money. It remains that the Eurovignette Directive1 
does not oblige Member States to put tolls in place. The decision about the precise location of 
the road infrastructure lies with Member States, in line with the principle of subsidiarity.

2. The decision about private or public ownership of roads lies with Member States.

1 Directive 1999/62/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17 June 1999 on the charging of 
vehicles for the use of road infrastructures, OJ L 187 20.7.1999, p. 42, ELI: 
http://data.europa.eu/eli/dir/1999/62/oj.
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