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The Commission maintains that progress in investigations on alleged pushback incidents is 
necessary to ensure accountability. The Rule of Law Report Chapter for Greece for 20251 
underlines that progress with the judicial investigation following the Pylos shipwreck is a 
positive development to start addressing deficiencies in investigating incidents of alleged 
misconduct involving law enforcement officers.

The National Transparency Authority is one of the independent authorities comprising the 
monitoring mechanism. The Commission will continue focusing its attention on ensuring that 
it has the appropriate means to perform efficient and effective investigations.

The legal framework and criteria for ensuring respect for fundamental rights in the 
implementation of Home Affairs Funds in the 2021-2027 programming period are set out in 
the Common Provisions Regulation2, which requires Member States to comply with the 
horizontal enabling condition (HEC) on the effective application and implementation of the 
Charter of Fundamental Rights3 (Charter HEC). The Commission assesses Member States’ 
compliance with the Charter HEC at the level of the specific objectives in the programmes,4 
examining whether a breach of the Charter is directly linked to the implementation of the 
programmes. The Commission does not carry out assessments outside of this framework. If, 
during programmes’ implementation, the Commission considers that the Charter HEC is no 
longer fulfilled, it may block funding as per the applicable rules.

The guidance5 on ensuring respect for the Charter in the implementation of the European 
Structural and Investment Funds (ESI funds) remains valid.
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